
Lavaca Public Schools 
 

  P.O. Box 8 � Lavaca, AR 72941�  (479)674-5612 
 
 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
Lavaca High School is dedicated to education for all students.   The high school years are 
a very important time for students as they provide preparation for the opportunities that 
life will offer.  The curriculum in high school is very challenging.  While academics must 
be our first priority, the impact and enrichment provided to students by clubs and 
organizations cannot be understated. Both are vital to a balanced, rewarding high school 
experience.   
 
This course catalog is designed to assist students and parents in making wise decisions 
concerning selection of classes in high school.   It is important that each student carefully 
consider his or her goals for the future and the preparation needed to achieve those goals 
after graduation from Lavaca High School and plan their courses accordingly. 
 
If questions arise at any point in this process relating to course selection or general high 
school information, please feel free to call our high school counselor or myself and we 
will be glad to help you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Saunders 
Principal 
Lavaca High School 



 
 

 
 
 

Vision 
Lavaca High School is dedicated to becoming a community 

with high expectations dedicated to helping students 
succeed. 

 
Mission 

The mission of Lavaca High School is to provide a safe 
environment with caring, qualified educators, well-rounded 
curriculum and activities which will guide students toward 

a successful future. 
 
 

Core Values and Beliefs: 
 The following are things that are musts for a successful education: 

·  Safety is the foremost concern 
·  Care for the students 
·  Relationships 
·  Community (parent, teachers, students, etc…) dedicated to 

learning. 
·  Belief that ALL kids can learn 
·  Parental involvement 
·  Relation to real life 
·  Good communication 
·  Success is measured by what is learned and not the grade 
·  Students must have good attendance 
·  Data measuring success 
·  Application of new technology 
·  Students take part in a variety of activities 
·  Unified school district 
·  Students are productive in society 
·  21st Century learning. 
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Graduation Requirements 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 

 For the graduating classes of 2009-2010 and all graduating classes thereafter, the 
required twenty-two (22) units, at a minimum, shall be taken from the “Smart Core” 
curriculum or from the “Core” curriculum. All students will participate in the Smart Core 
curriculum unless the parent or guardian waives the student’s right to participate. A 
waiver form will be available in the high school office. In such case of a waiver, the 
student will be required to participate in Core. The required twenty-two (22) units, at a 
minimum, are to be taken from the Smart Core or Core as follows:  

SMART CORE -Sixteen (16) units 

English-four (4) units-9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Mathematics-four (4) units [All students must take a mathematics course in grade 11 or 
grade 12 and complete Algebra II.] Comparable concurrent credit college courses 
may be substituted where applicable. 

Algebra I or Algebra A & B (Grades 7-8 or 8-9) 

Geometry or Investigating Geometry or Geometry A & B (Grades 8-9 or 9-10) 

Algebra II 

Fourth math unit range of options: (Choice of: Transitions to College Math, Pre-
Calculus, Calculus, Trigonometry, Statistics, Computer Math, Algebra III or 
Advanced Placement Math) 

Natural Science-Three (3) units with lab experience chosen from Physical Science, 
Biology or Applied Biology/Chemistry, Chemistry, Physics or Principles of 
Technology I & II or PIC Physics 

Social Studies-Three (3) units 

Civics or Civics/American Government 

World History 

American History 

Oral Communications-One half (1/2) unit 

Physical Education-One half (1/2) unit 

Health and Safety-One half (1/2) unit 

Fine Arts-One half (1/2) unit 

CAREER FOCUS-Six (6) units 

All units in the career focus requirement shall be established through guidance 
and counseling at the local school district based on the students’ contemplated work 
aspirations. Career focus courses shall conform to local district policy and reflect state 
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frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 
appropriate.  

Local school districts may require additional units for graduation beyond the 
sixteen (16) Smart Core and the six (6) career focus units. These may be in academic 
and/or technical areas. All the Smart Core and career focus units must total at least 
twenty-two (22) units to graduate.  

 CORE-Sixteen (16) units 

English-Four (4) units 

Oral Communications-One half (1/2) unit 

Social Studies-Three (3) units [one (1) unit of world history, one (1) unit of U.S. history, 
one half (1/2) unit of civics or government] 

Mathematics-Four (4) units [one (1) of algebra or its equivalent* and one (1) unit of 
geometry or its equivalent.* All math units must build on the base of algebra and 
geometry knowledge and skills.] Comparable concurrent credit college courses 
may be substituted where applicable.  

Science-Three (3) units [at least one (1) unit of biology or its equivalent and one (1) unit 
of a physical science.] 

Physical Education-One half (1/2) unit 

Health and Safety-One half (1/2) unit 

Fine Arts-One half (1/2) unit 

*A two-year algebra equivalent or a two-year geometry equivalent may each be counted 
as two units of the four (4) unit requirement.  

CAREER FOCUS-Six (6) units 

All units in the career focus requirement shall be established through guidance 
and counseling at the local school district based on the students’ contemplated work 
aspirations. Career focus courses shall conform to local district policy and reflect state 
frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 
appropriate.  

Local school districts may require additional units for graduation beyond the 
sixteen (16) Core and the six (6) career focus units. These may be in academic and/or 
technical areas. All the Core and career focus units must total at least twenty-two (22) 
units to graduate.  
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Graduation Checklist 
Smart Core Class of 2010 and Beyond 

Name______________ 

 

Date_______________ 

Fifteen (15) units 

English-four (4) units 

 

Oral Communications-one half (1/2) unit 

 

Social Studies-three (3) units [one (1) unit of world history, one (1) unit of U.S. history, 
one half (1/2) unit of civics or government] 

 

Mathematics-four (4) units [one (1) unit of algebra or its equivalent* and one (1) unit of 
geometry or its equivalent.* All math units must build on the base of algebra and 
geometry knowledge and skills.]  Fourth math unit must be above Algebra 2. 

 

 

Science-three (3) units [at least one (1) unit of biology or its equivalent and (1) unit of a 
physical science] 

 

Physical Education-one half (1/2) unit  

 

Health and Safety-one half (1/2) unit 

 

Fine Arts-one half (1/2) unit 

 

 

 

CAREER FOCUS-Six (6) units 
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Graduation Checklist 
Core Class of 2010 and Beyond 

Name______________ 

 

Date_______________ 

CORE-Fifteen (15) units 

English-four (4) units 

 

Oral Communications-one half (1/2) unit 

 

Social Studies-three (3) units [one (1) unit of world history, one (1) unit of U.S. history, 
one half (1/2) unit of civics or government] 

 

Mathematics-four (4) units [one (1) unit of algebra or its equivalent* and one (1) unit of 
geometry or its equivalent.* All math units must build on the base of algebra and 
geometry knowledge and skills.]   

 

 

Science-three (3) units [at least one (1) unit of biology or its equivalent and (1) unit of a 
physical science] 

 

Physical Education-one half (1/2) unit  

 

Health and Safety-one half (1/2) unit 

 

Fine Arts-one half (1/2) unit 

 

 

 

CAREER FOCUS-Six (6) units 

 

  

 

Total of 22 Units 
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LHS students are eligible to enroll in the technology program (not 
offered on the LHS campus) at the Western Arkansas Technology 
Center. The technical center on the UAFS campus will offer afternoon 
and morning classes for 11th and 12th grade students in the following 
programs: Health Occupations, Computer-Aided Drafting and Design, 
Machine Tool Technology, Computer Repair Technology, Electronics 
Technology, and Automotive Technology. Those students wishing to 
enroll in W.A.T.C. during the morning will need to provide their own 
transportation to and from school. W.A.T.C. is also offered in the 
afternoon with school providing transportation. Visit the counselor for 
more information. 
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Organizations and Clubs 
 
Annual Staff 
 The annual staff will produce a school 
yearbook and a literary magazine.  Students will 
learn journalism terminology and writing 
techniques.  They will select or design a suitable 
cover and plan an appropriate theme.  Members will 
also sell advertising to help cover publication costs 
and take orders from the student body.  Students 
will host a yearbook assembly and distribute books.  
They will attend a yearbook workshop in the fall to 
stay current on the latest trends.  Staff is selected by 
the yearbook advisor.  
 
Art Club 
 The Lavaca High School Art Club is a 
local club for students in grade nine through twelve.  
Students may become Art Club members if they 
have had one year of art classes or are currently 
enrolled in an art class. 
 
Beta Club 
 The Beta Club is based on the motto “Let 
us lead by serving others”.  Beta Club members are 
required to do individual service projects each year.  
The club also sponsors group service projects 
throughout the school year.  Membership in the 
Beta Club is open to all students from grades ten 
through twelve.  Sophomores are required to 
achieve a 3.5 grade average in order to qualify for 
membership.  Juniors and Seniors are required to 
achieve a 3.25 grade average in order to join Beta 
Club.  If grade point average drops for any semester 
below these levels, the student will have a one 
semester probation to return their grades to the 
acceptable level.  If the student fails to do so, that 
student will be dropped from membership. 
 
Drama Club 
 The Lavaca High School Drama Club is 
open to all students in grades 9 through 12.  The 
purpose of this club is to expose students to the 
rewards of doing theater and to build self-
confidence for all participants.  Members will help 
the sponsor select the show(s) to be done for that 
year.  They will also help design and build the set 
for the production as well as help with costumes and 
makeup.  Members may also travel (at the discretion 
of the sponsor and administration) to surrounding 
schools to watch other students’ performances.. 

 
They will also be responsible for helping with food 
if a dinner theater performance is done.  Officers 
will be elected from the members by secret ballot 
after having given campaign speeches to the club 
Duties of each officer are the traditional 
responsibilities of elected officers.  Meetings will be 
held as needed to discuss plans and progress.  Dues 
for the Drama Club are $3 and will be used to defer 
the costs of scripts, royalties, costumes, set 
materials, makeup, etc. as needed for productions.  
Money raised from ticket sales to the production 
will also be used from year to year to defer costs 
mentioned above.  Being a member of the Drama 
Club does not automatically ensure a role in any 
production.  Open auditions will be held for all 
students at Lavaca; however, it is recommended 
they join the Drama Club to show support. 
 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
 The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a 
local chapter of the national organization. It is to 
foster the Christian Principles of living in and on the 
athletic field and gymnasium.  To belong, a student 
must be presently enrolled in the athletic program. 
 
Future Business Leaders of America 
 FBLA is a national organization for all 
students enrolled in high school business programs.  
Members in FBLA learn how to hold office, direct 
group affairs, compete in local, state and national 
contests in business skills. 
 
Future Farmers of America 
 The National FFA is a federally chartered 
organization dedicated to making a positive 
difference in the lives of students by developing 
their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agriculture 
education, which consist of leadership events, 
judging teams, and livestock showing at the local, 
state and national levels.  
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FCCLA 
 Any student who has been or is currently 
enrolled in a Family and Consumer Science course 
may be a member of FCCLA-Family, Career, and 
Community Leaders of America. FCCLA is a 
student-led organization providing opportunities for 
you to assume responsibilities, meet new people, 
and have fun.  It promotes the ideals of personal, 
family, and community growth and development.  
We will have regular meetings once a month, 
special meetings occasionally, and lots of fun 
activities.   
 
Multi-Cultural Club 
 The Multicultural club is an organization 
composed of foreign language students.  The 
purpose of this organization is to celebrate cultures 
around the world.  Students must have at least one 
year of foreign language or currently enrolled and 
have a 2.0 cumulative GPA. 
 
Robotics 
 BEST Robotics is an organization whose 
purpose is to inspire students to pursue careers in 
engineering, science, and technology through 
participation in a sports-like, science and 
engineering based robotics competition.  
Competition takes place in October and November 
between area schools, with the regional competition 
taking place in November between advancing 
schools from a five state area. 
 
Science Club 
 The science club is open to eleventh and 
twelfth grade students.  Members may participate in 
a fall outing, a mid-winter party, a spring outing and 
other science-related activities as the group 
determines. 

 

 
Student Council 
 The Student Council is made up of three 
representatives from each class, plus a president, 
vice president, treasurer, reporter and secretary.  
Three representatives will be elected per grade for 
grades 9-12.  The president must be a senior and the 
vice president, secretary, and treasurer/recorder 
must have served one year prior to holding this 
office.  Officers must have a 2.5 grade point average 
and the representatives must have a 2.0 grade point 
average.  The purpose of this organization is to 
build leadership. 
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Career and Technical Educational 
Completer Requirements 

 
Students enrolled at Lavaca High School have the opportunity to receive recognition as a 
“Career & Technical Education Completer.”  To earn completer status, the student must 
successfully complete a specified, sequence of courses and graduate from Lavaca High 
School. Upon completion of the requirements, the student will earn a gold seal for their 
permanent records from the Department of Workforce Education. Completer recognition 
is only available through the following programs: Agriculture, Business, Family & 
Consumer Sciences and Western Arkansas Technical Center.   
 

Agriculture  
To become a completer in Power, Structural, and 
Technical Systems the student must take 
Agriculture Science & Technology, and Agriculture 
Mechanics.   In addition, the student must also take 
1 full unit  from the following: 
 
Animal Science                                        .5 unit 
Biological Animal Science                       .5 unit 
Small Engine Technology                       .5 unit 
Agriculture Electricity                       .5 unit 
Agriculture Metals            1 unit 
Leadership and Communications             .5 unit 
Agricultural Business         ..5 unit 
Agricultural Structural Systems                1 unit 

Or 
To become a completer in Animal Systems the 

student must take Agriculture Science & 
Technology, Animal Science, and Biological 

Animal Science.   In addition, the student must also 
take 1 full unit  from the following: 

Agriculture Mechanics          1 unit 
Small Engine Technology        .5 unit 
Agriculture Electricity        .5 unit 
Agriculture Metals          1 unit 
Leadership and Communications       .5 unit 
Agricultural Business        .5 unit 
Agricultural Structural Systems           1 unit 

Business  
To become a completer in Interactive Media, the 
student must take Desktop Publishing I, Desktop 
Publishing II, and Computerized Business 
Applications.  In addition, the student must also take 
1 full unit  from the following: 
 

Multimedia Applications I .5 unit 
Multimedia Applications II .5 unit 
Computerized Accounting I 1 unit 
Computerized Accounting II 1 unit 

 Office Management   1 unit 
Or 

To become a completer in Interactive Media, the 
student must take Desktop Publishing 1, Multimedia 
Applications 1, and Computerized Business 
Applications.  In addition, the student must also take 
1 full unit  from the following: 
 

Desktop Publishing II  .5 unit 
Multimedia Applications II .5 unit 
Computerized Accounting I  1 unit 
Computerized Accounting II  1 unit 
Office Management    1 unit 

 

Family and Consumer Science 
To become a completer in Family and Community 
Services, the student must take Family and 
Consumer Science.  In addition, the student must 
also take 2 full units from the following: 
 
Housing and Interior Design   .5 unit 
Clothing Management   .5 unit 
Child Development   .5 unit 
Parenting    .5 unit 
Managing Resources   .5 unit 
Human Relations                 .5 unit 
Food and Nutrition   .5 unit 
Nutrition and Wellness                .5 unit 
Family Dynamics                  1 unit 



9 

 

Test Exemptions Policy  
Lavaca High School  

 
Students have the opportunity to be exempt from the last (4th) 9 weeks’ test. 
 
Exemption will be done on a class-by-class basis. 
 
If a student has an “A” or “B” and has not missed more than 5 absences in that class for 
the year, they are exempt from the last (4th) 9 weeks’ test. 
 
All 9 weeks’ tests will be comprehensive from the beginning of the year. 
 
Students who have been assigned ISS or OSS cannot be exempt from tests. 
 
If a student is exempt and still wishes to take the test, then the test can only improve their 
average. 
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Course Catalog 
Course Offerings 

 
 

Language Arts 13 
         English I 13 
 English II 13 

 English III 13 

 English IV 13 

 Oral Communications 13 

 Journalism 13 

Science 15 

 Physical Science 15 
 Biology 15 

         Chemistry 15 
 Environmental Science 15 
 Physics in Context 15 

 Physics 15 

 Anatomy and Physiology 15 

Mathematics 17-18 

 Algebra I 17 

 Geometry 17 

 Algebraic Connections 17 

 Algebra II 17 
 Pre-calculus/Trigonometry 17 
 Discrete Math 18 

 Finite Math 18 
         Calculus 
Social Studies                                                             

18      
20-21 

 Civics 20 

 World History 20 

 U.S. History 20 

 World Geography/Economics 20-21 
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         Psychology 
         Sociology 

21 
21 

Foreign Language 23 
 Spanish I 23 
 Spanish II 23 

         Spanish III 23 
Fine Arts 23-26 
 Instrumental Music I 23 

 Instrumental Music II/Adv. Instrumental Music 23 

 Instrumental Music III 24 

 Instrumental Music IV 24 

 Survey of Music 24 

 Art I 24 

 Art II 25 
 Art III 25 

 Drawing/Advanced Art  25 
Vocal Music I 25 
Vocal Music II/Advanced Vocal Music  26 

Drama 26 
Health and Safety 26 

 Health and Safety 26 

 Physical Education 26 

Vocational-Business 27-28 

 Computerized Business Applications 27 

 Desktop Publishing I/II 27 

 Multi-Media Applications I/II 27 
 Accounting I 28 

 Accounting II 28 
 Office Management 28 
Vocational-Agriculture 28-29 

 Agriculture Science and Technology 28 

 Agriculture Business/Leadership 28 

 Agriculture Mechanics  28 

 Animal Science/Biological Animal Science 29 

 Small Gas Engines 29 



12 

 Electricity 29 

 Agriculture Metals  29 

 Agriculture Structural Systems  29 
Vocational-Family and Consumer Science 29-31 
 Family and Consumer Science 29 

 Housing and Interior Design/Clothing 
Management 

30 

 Parenting /Child Development 30 

 Managing Resources/Human Relations 31 

 Food and Nutrition/Nutrition and Wellness 31 

 Family Dynamics 31 

Pre AP Courses 32 

 English II-Pre AP 32 

 Algebra II-Pre AP 32 
 Biology-Pre AP 32 

 World History-Pre AP 32 
AP Courses 33 
 AP English III 33 

 AP English IV 33 
 AP U.S. History 33 

 AP Music Theory 33 

 AP Biology 33 

Concurrent Classes 34 

 English Comp I 34 

 English Comp II 34 

 College Algebra 34 
 Probability and Statistics 34 

 Civilization of the World to 1500 34 
 Civilization of the World Since 1500 34 
Athletics 35 

Peer Tutoring 35 

Remediation 35 
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Language Arts 
English I 
Grade Level: 9     Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: English I stresses reading 
strategies and the writing process.  Genres of fiction 
and nonfiction are studied as are the rules of 
grammar, mechanics and usage, the research 
process, and vocabulary skills. Required for 
graduation. 
 
English II 
Grade Level: 10   Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: English I 
 
Course Description: English II includes both 
literature and grammar.  Grammar will also be 
emphasized as students read literature, articles, and 
interpret essays or speeches.  This class will focus 
on reading, writing, and spelling; and these three 
fundamental skills will be stressed.  Writing in the 
form of open-ended questions, short essays, and 
literature review will be produced.  Participation in 
discussion, effort, and class participation are 
important.  Required for graduation. 
 
English III 
Grade Level: 11   Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year      
Prerequisites: English I and II 
 
Course Description: English III provides a 
review of grammar, punctuation, usage, sentence 
structure, literary genres, literary devices, reading 
skills, and writing skills in preparation for the 
Literacy Test, which is administered during the 
spring semester.  American literature will be 
studied.  A research paper is required.  Required 
for graduation. 
 
English IV 
Grade Level: 12     Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: English I, II, and III 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to 
prepare students for college and for the work force.  
Writing will be emphasized along with a review of 

grammar, usage, and sentence structure. British 
literature will be studied.  A research paper is 
required.  Required for graduation. 
 
Oral Communications 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit:  1/2 Unit 
Length: ½ Year     Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Oral Communication is 
an introductory course which is required for 
graduation.  It covers spoken communication basics 
with an emphasis on preparing and presenting 
public speeches.  Students gain information through 
textbooks, lecture, and handouts. They demonstrate 
this by using worksheets, activities, and written and 
oral presentations.  Required for graduation. 
 
Journalism 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: B or better in current 
English course  
 
Course Description: Yearbook Journalism is a 
production oriented course.  At the end of the 
course, students will have produced a school 
yearbook of approximately 144 pages and a literary 
magazine of approximately 40 pages.  Students will 
learn to take and crop pictures and write headline, 
body copy, and captions.  They will learn about clip 
art, font types, point sizes, and fitting copy.  They 
will then take these parts and integrate them into a 
harmonious whole to produce yearbook layouts.  
They will select and/or design a suitable cover and 
decide on an appropriate theme.  Students will also 
sell advertising to help defray the cost of the book 
publication (currently around $17,500) and take 
orders from the student body.  In early May, they 
will host a yearbook assembly to distribute books to 
the high school.  Students are also expected to 
attend a yearbook workshop in the fall to stay 
current on the latest trends.  The staff is selected 
each year by the yearbook advisor.  
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 Course Sequence for English Language Arts 
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Science  
Physical Science 
Grade Level: 9      Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year      Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Physical science will 
begin the study of higher-level physics and 
chemistry and continue educating the student in the 
nature of science. A student who masters these 
Student Learning Expectations will transition 
smoothly into other science courses.  Students will 
be expected to use suitable mathematics and collect 
and analyze data.  Instruction and assessment will 
include both appropriate technology and the safe 
use of laboratory equipment.  Students will be 
engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 
20% of the instructional time.  Required for 
graduation. 
 

Biology 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year     
Prerequisites: Physical Science 
 
Course Description: Biology investigates the 
chemistry and role of cells in life processes, 
genetics, evolution and the diversity of life. 
Students learn about the world through the study of 
behavioral relationships, ecology, and the global 
impact of ecological issues. Biology continues to 
educate the student in the nature of science. 
Students will be expected to spend time viewing and 
classifying life forms. Field studies will be an 
integral part of the course as will the process of 
collecting and analyzing data. Instruction and 
assessment will include both appropriate technology 
and the safe use of laboratory equipment. Students 
will be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences 
at least 20% of the instructional time.  Required for 
graduation. 
 

Chemistry 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Biology 
 
Course Description: Chemistry will explore 
the composition of matter through its properties, its 
atomic structure, and the manner in which it bonds 
and reacts with other substances. Students will be  
expected to use suitable mathematics and collect 
and analyze data. Instruction and assessment will 

include both appropriate technology and the safe 
use of laboratory equipment. Students will be 
engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 
20% of the instructional time. 
 

Physics in Context 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year       Prerequisites: Biology 
 
Course Description: Physics in Context is 
designed as a hands-on, activity-based, applied 
physics course normally requiring one year to 
complete.  Students will receive information and 
experiences from a balance of sources, such as class 
lecture, demonstrations and discussions, the text and 
workbook, audio/visual aids, math skills labs, 
hands-on physics applications labs, and review. 
 

Physics 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Physics will ground 
students in the five traditional areas of Physics 
(Newtonian mechanics, thermodynamics, optics, 
electricity and magnetism, and quantum mechanics) 
as well as the nature of science.  It will also provide 
the knowledge base needed for many college 
programs.  Students will be expected to use higher-
level mathematics and collect and analyze data.  
Instruction and assessment will include both 
appropriate technology and the safe use of 
laboratory equipment.  Students will be engaged in 
hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the 
instructional time. 

Anatomy and Physiology 
Grade Level: 9-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year       Prerequisites: Biology 
 
Course Description: Anatomy and Physiology 
will develop an understanding of the organization of 
the human body through studies of body systems, 
tissues, and the cell and its chemistry.  Students will 
spend time dissecting and viewing body systems as 
well as collecting and analyzing data. Instruction 
and assessment will include both appropriate 
technology and the safe use of laboratory 
equipment. Students will be engaged in hands-on 
laboratory experiences at least 20% of the 
instructional time. 
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       Course Sequence for 
   Science 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

Mathematics 

Algebra I 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Students will be able to 
describe and translate among graphic, algebraic, 
numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of 
relations and use those representations to solve 
problems.  The process of collecting and analyzing 
data is embedded throughout this course. 
Appropriate technology and manipulatives will be 
used regularly for instruction and assessment. 
Students will be able to judge the meaning, utility, 
and reasonableness of the results of symbol 
manipulations, including those carried out by 
technology. 
 

Geometry 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Algebra I or Algebra A and 
Algebra B.   
 
Course Description: This course will help 
students develop communication skills, enhance 
reasoning, and make connections within 
mathematics to other disciplines and the real world. 
Students will use physical models and appropriate 
technology to investigate geometric concepts in 
problem solving situations.   In this course, students 
are engaged in problematic situations in which they 
form conjectures, determine the validity of these 
conjectures, and defend their conclusions to 
classmates.  Required for graduation.   
 

Algebraic Connections 
Grade Level:  10-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry, or 
Equivalents 
 
Course Description: Algebraic Connections is 
designed for students who have successfully 
completed Algebra I (or its equivalent) and 
Geometry (or its equivalent).  Algebraic 
Connections will build on a foundation of 
previously taught Algebra and Geometry concepts, 
enlarge upon the development of each concept, and  

introduce new concepts.  Students will be expected 
to evaluate data, interpret data, analyze linear 
functions, write and solve equations and inequalities 
and their systems, and use algebraic, graphical, and 
numerical methods for analysis.  Arkansas teachers 
are responsible for integrating technology in the 
course work for Algebraic Connections. 
 

Algebra II 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year    Prerequisites: Algebra I  
 
Course Description: Algebra II is designed for 
students who have successfully completed Algebra I 
(or its equivalent).  Algebra II will build on the 
basic concepts presented in Algebra I to encourage 
higher order thinking.  Algebra II students will 
represent and analyze mathematical situations. The 
students will analyze and apply a variety of methods 
to model and graph linear and nonlinear equations 
and inequalities.  Students will also use algebraic, 
graphical, and numerical methods for analysis of 
quadratic equations and functions and polynomials 
and rational functions.  Exponential functions, 
logarithmic functions, data analysis, and probability 
will be explored in Algebra II.  Arkansas teachers 
are responsible for integrating appropriate 
technology in the course work for Algebra II. 
 

Pre-calculus/Trigonometry 
Grade Level:  11-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites:  Algebra II and Geometry 
 
Course Description: Pre-Calculus including 
trigonometry is designed for students who have 
successfully completed Algebra II and Geometry.  
Students will use symbolic reasoning and analytical 
methods to represent mathematical situations, to 
express generalizations, and to study mathematical 
concepts and the relationships among them.  
Students will use functions and equations as tools 
for expressing generalizations.  This course will 
emphasize a study of trigonometric functions and 
identities as well as applications of right triangle 
trigonometry and circular functions.  Students will 
be introduced to polar coordinates in this class.  
Arkansas teachers will be responsible for integrating 
appropriate technology in the Pre-Calculus 
curriculum. 
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Discrete Math 
Grade Level:  11-12       Credit: 1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites:  Algebra II and Geometry 
This course will build upon 
concepts presented in Algebra II and Geometry to 
encourage higher order thinking with emphasis on 
applications. These students will represent, 
model, and analyze authentic mathematical 
situations. Matrices, optimization, measurement, 
exponential functions, and data analysis will be 
explored in Discrete Mathematics.  
 

Finite Math 
Grade Level: 12   Credit:  1 Unit    
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, 
Geometry  
 
Course Description: Topics in Finite 
Mathematics is designed for students who have 
successfully completed Geometry and Algebra II. 
This course will build upon concepts presented in 
Algebra II and Geometry to encourage higher order 
thinking. This course will include, but is not limited 
to, the following topics: linear systems and 
matrices, set theory, counting techniques, statistics, 
and finance.  

Calculus 
Grade Level: 12   Credit:  1 Unit    
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, 
Geometry and Pre-calculus/Trigonometry  
 
Course Description: Calculus will introduce 
students to functions and their limits, derivatives, 
integrals, inverse functions and integration. Aside 
from being introduced and learning about these 
topics, students will also learn about the 
applications and relationships to real-world 
problems.  
 



19 

 Course Sequence for Mathematics 
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Social Studies 
Civics 
Grade Level: 9     Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Civics provides a study of 
the structure and functions of the United States 
government, the government of Arkansas, and 
political institutions. Civics also examines 
constitutional principles, the concepts of rights and 
responsibilities, the role of political parties and 
interest groups, and the importance of civic 
participation in the democratic process.  This course 
stresses application, problem-solving, higher-order 
thinking skills, and the use of classroom 
performance-based/open-ended assessments with 
rubrics.  One year of Civics or Civics/Government 
is required by the Standards for Accreditation for 
Smart Core graduates.  Required for graduation. 
 

World History 
Grade Level: 10      Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: World History is a course 
designed to develop greater understanding of the 
evolution of global processes, contacts, and 
interaction with different types of human societies. 
World History provides a study of the history of 
human society from early civilization to the 
contemporary period, examining major themes and 
relationships between major civilizations throughout 
the world. These themes include the impact of 
interaction among major societies through political, 
economic, social, religious, military, scientific, and 
cultural developments. Students will analyze and 
interpret a variety of historical resources using 
primary and secondary sources, maps, and pictorial 
and graphic evidence of historical events. This 
course stresses application, problem-solving, 
higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom 
performance-based/open-ended assessments with 
rubrics. World History is required by the Standards 
for Accreditation and does not require Arkansas 
Department of Education approval.  Required for 
graduation. 
 

 

U.S. History  
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year           Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: American History 
(United States History) examines time periods from 
the first European explorations of the Americas to 
present day. Political, military, scientific, economic, 
and social developments are covered in the 
historical overview. Students will analyze and 
interpret a variety of historical resources and use 
primary and secondary sources, maps, and pictorial 
and graphic evidence of historical events. This 
course stresses application, problem-solving, 
higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom 
performance-based/open-ended assessments with 
rubrics. American History (United States History) is 
required by the Standards for Accreditation and 
does not require Arkansas Department of Education 
approval.  Required for graduation.   
 

World Geography/Economics 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: World Geography is a 
one-semester high school social studies elective 
course which emphasizes the interaction of humans 
and their physical and cultural environments. The 
study of geography will focus on five major themes: 
location, place, human/environment interactions, 
movement, and regions. The study includes current 
developments around the world that affect physical 
and cultural settings. Physical settings studies will 
include topography, resources, climates, and 
environmental conditions. Cultural settings include 
population, political structures, life styles, 
economics, and customs. Students will analyze and 
interpret a variety of geographic resources and use 
primary and secondary sources, maps, pictorial and 
graphic evidence, as well as newer technologies. 
This course stresses application, problem-solving, 
higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom 
performance-based/open-ended assessments with 
rubrics.  
Economics is a one-semester high school social 
studies elective that emphasizes economic 
fundamentals, microeconomics, and 
macroeconomics. Students will explore the  
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interrelationships among the roles played by 
consumers, producers, capital, land, and labor. 
Additionally, students will study the 
interrelationship of our economic, political, and 
social lives. This course stresses application, 
problem-solving, higher-order thinking skills, and 
use of classroom performance-based/open-ended 
assessments with rubrics. Arkansas Department of 
Education approval is not required. 
 
Psychology 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit: 1/2 Unit 
Length: 1/2 Year      Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Psychology is a one-
semester high school social studies elective course 
that introduces students to the science of behavior 
and mental processes. It includes an overview of the 
history of psychology as well as an opportunity to 
study individual and social psychology and how the 
knowledge and methods of psychologists are 
applied to the solution of human problems. The 
content of this course includes human development; 
biological bases of behavior; sensation and 
perception; learning, memory, and cognition; 
behavior patterns; motivation and emotion; 
adjustments to social environments; and 
psychological disorders and their treatments. This 
course stresses application, problem-solving, 
higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom 
performance-based/open-ended assessments with 
rubrics.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sociology 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit: 1/2 Unit 
Length: 1/2 Year      Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Sociology is a one-
semester high school social studies elective course 
of study, which introduces students to the social 
systems that are the foundation of society. An 
emphasis will be placed on culture and 
socialization, social status, social institutions, and 
social problems; as well as the effects and influence 
on behavior. Using the tools and techniques of 
sociologists, students will study changes taking 
place in society and examine their causes, 
consequences, and possible solutions. Students will 
read major sociological theorists as well as consider  
how sociologists approach issues. This course 
stresses application, problem-solving, higher-order 
thinking skills, and use of classroom performance-
based/open-ended assessments with rubrics. 
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Foreign Language 

 

Spanish I 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Spanish I introduces 
students to the basic skills necessary for speaking, 
writing, and understanding the Spanish language.  
Students also gain information about the culture and 
the way of life of those who are native Spanish 
speakers.  Students are expected to develop the 
skills of listening, pronunciation, reading, and 
writing in Spanish. 
 
Spanish II 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Spanish I 
 
Course Description: Spanish II builds on the 
skills learned in Spanish I.  Deeper understanding of  

 

 
reading, writing, and speaking, along with reading 
and listening comprehension will be emphasized.  
Further development of vocabulary and 
pronunciation skills will occur through the study of 
grammatical concepts not covered in Spanish I.  
Hispanic culture will also be studied. 
 
Spanish III 
Grade Level: 11-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year   Prerequisites: Spanish II 
 
Course Description: Spanish III builds on the 
skills studied in Spanish II.  Emphasis on reading 
comprehension, listening comprehension and 
writing will continue.  This class focuses on skills 
not covered in Spanish II and further develops 
Spanish vocabulary and speaking skills.  
Additionally, Hispanic culture will be studied. 

 

 
Fine Arts 

 

Instrumental Music I 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: 80% on a pre-entry audition 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music I is a 
two-semester course designed to teach students 
music fundamentals and instrumental techniques 
pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or 
string instruments. Instrumental Music I students 
are expected to develop beginning performance 
techniques in solo, small group, and large group 
settings, with emphasis on reading and performing 
using appropriate articulation, dynamics, and 
interpretive skills. Students will perform 
instrumental music in a variety of settings including, 
but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble 
performances, and festivals. Students will critique 
and reflect on their own performances and the 
performances of others. Students will make  
connections between music traditions and other arts, 
disciplines, and cultures. Students will apply 

rudiments of music and fundamentals of creative 
expression to performance.  
 

Instrumental Music II/Advanced 
Instrumental Music 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Instrumental Music I 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music II is a 
two-semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Instrumental Music I. 
Students shall further expand their knowledge of 
music fundamentals and instrumental techniques 
pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or 
string instruments. . Students will develop advanced 
performance techniques in solo, small group, and 
large group settings, with greater emphasis on 
reading and performing using appropriate 
articulation, dynamics, and interpretative skills. 
Students perform instrumental music in concerts, 
solo and ensemble performances, and festivals.  
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Instrumental Music III 
Grade Level: 11-12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Instrumental Music II 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music III is 
a two-semester course designed for students who 
have successfully completed Instrumental Music II. 
Instrumental Music III students will demonstrate an 
ability to apply music fundamentals and 
instrumental techniques pertaining to brass, 
woodwind, percussion, and/or string instruments in 
the research, production, performance, and criticism 
of instrumental music. Students are expected to 
apply sight-reading skills, improvisational skills, 
and advanced performance techniques in solo, small 
group, and large group settings. Instrumental Music 
III students will critique instrumental music 
performances and deeply reflect upon the impact of 
instrumental music upon society as well as societal 
influences on instrumental music. Students will 
regularly perform instrumental music in a variety of 
settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo 
and ensemble performances, and festivals and will 
demonstrate successful completion of Instrumental 
Music III student learning expectations. 
Instrumental Music II is a prerequisite for this 
course. 
 

Instrumental Music IV 
Grade Level: 12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Instrumental Music III 
 
Course Description: Instrumental Music IV is 
a two-semester course designed for students who 
have successfully completed Instrumental Music III. 
Instrumental Music IV students will internalize 
music fundamentals and instrumental techniques 
pertaining to brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or 
string instruments in the research, production, 
performance, and criticism of instrumental music. 
Students are expected to further develop sight-
reading and improvisational skills and to apply 
advanced performance techniques in solo, small 
group, and large group settings. Instrumental Music 
IV students will critique instrumental music 
performances to a degree that an understanding of 
the interdependence between instrumental music 
and society is demonstrated. Instrumental Music IV 

students will regularly perform instrumental music 
in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, 
concerts, solo and ensemble performances, and 
festivals and will demonstrate successful 
completion of Instrumental Music IV student 
learning expectations. Instrumental Music III is a 
prerequisite for this course. 
 

Music Theory 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Music Theory is a two-
semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed one year of formal training 
in music at the high school level. Music Theory is a 
rigorous course designed to expand and to enhance 
the skills of the serious high school musician. 
Students in Music Theory examine components of 
music composition, melodic practices, theories of 
harmony, and other musical concepts. Students 
analyze music from different stylistic periods and 
develop notation, aural, and sight-reading skills. 
Emphasis is placed upon the application of rhythm, 
melody, harmony, form, and other compositional 
devices into original compositions. One year of 
formal training in music at the high school level is a 
prerequisite for this course. 
 

Art I 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Art I is a two-semester 
course designed to teach students to apply the 
elements of art and principles of design to the 
creative process. Art I students are expected to use a 
variety of media, techniques, processes, and tools to 
compose original works of art that demonstrate 
understanding of the elements of art and principles 
of design, awareness of aesthetic concerns, and the 
ability to communicate ideas through artwork. 
Students will critique and reflect on their artwork 
and the art of others. Students will exhibit artwork 
and will assemble portfolios that demonstrate 
successful completion of Art I student learning 
expectations. 
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Art II 
Grade Level: 10-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Art I or Painting & 
Drawing 
 
Course Description: Art II is a two-semester 
course designed for students who have successfully 
completed Art I. Art II students shall further expand 
their knowledge of the elements of art and 
principles of design through the research, 
production, and criticism of visual art. Students are 
expected to use a broad variety of media, 
techniques, processes, and tools to create original, 
complex compositions that reflect personal growth, 
solve visual art problems, and communicate ideas. 
Students will critique artwork and reflect on the 
impact of art upon society as well as societal 
influences on art. Students will exhibit artwork and 
will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth 
and demonstrate successful completion of Art II 
student learning expectations. Art I is a prerequisite 
for this course. 
 

Art III 
Grade Level: 10-12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Art II 
 
Course Description: Art III is a two-semester 
course designed for students who have successfully 
completed Art II. Art III students will create 
artworks that demonstrate increasing ability to apply 
knowledge of the elements of art and principles of 
design in the research, production, and criticism of 
visual art. Students are expected to use a broad 
variety of media, techniques, processes, and tools to 
create original, complex compositions that are more 
expressive, to demonstrate internalization of art 
foundations, and to solve more complex art 
problems throughout the creative process. Students 
will critique artwork to gain a deeper understanding 
of the impact of art upon society as well as societal 
influences on art. Students will exhibit artwork and 
will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth 
across a breadth of media, demonstrating successful 
completion of Art III student learning expectations. 
Art II is a prerequisite for this course. 

Studio Art 2-D/Studio Art 3D 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Studio Art 2-D is a 
teacher-directed and/or student-directed course in 
which students further explore, apply, and move 
toward mastery of the elements of art and principles 
of design in specific areas of art, such as painting, 
drawing, printmaking, digital art, photography, 
mixed media, surface design, or other 2-D media. 
Student art will demonstrate evidence of complex 
problem-solving skills, higher order thinking, risk 
taking, imagination, and innovation. Students will 
exhibit art and will assemble portfolios that reflect 
personal growth in media, techniques, processes, 
and tools used to create complex 2-D compositions. 
Student compositions will cover a breadth of media 
and subject matter and will demonstrate successful 
completion of Studio Art 2-D student learning 
expectations. Studio Art 3-D is a teacher-directed 
and/or student-directed course in which students 
further explore, apply, and move toward mastery of 
the elements of art and principles of design in 
specific areas of art, such as ceramics, jewelry, 
mosaics, fiber arts, sculptures, mixed media, altered 
books, or other 3-D media. Student art will 
demonstrate evidence of complex problem-solving 
skills, higher order thinking, risk taking, 
imagination, and innovation. Students will exhibit 
art and will assemble portfolios that reflect personal 
growth in the media, techniques, process, and tools 
used to create complex 3-D compositions. Student 
compositions will cover a breadth of media and 
subject matter and will demonstrate successful 
completion of Studio Art 3-D student learning 
expectations. 
 

Vocal Music I 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Vocal Music I is a two-
semester course designed to teach students music 
fundamentals and vocal music techniques. Vocal 
Music I students are expected to develop beginning 
performance techniques in solo, small group, and 
large group settings, with emphasis on reading and 
performing vocally using appropriate articulation, 
dynamics, and interpretive skills. Students will 
critique and reflect on their own performances and 
the performances of others. Students will perform  
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vocal music in a variety of settings including, but 
not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble 
performances, and festivals. Students will critique 
and reflect on their own performances and the 
performances of others. Students will make 
connections between music traditions and other arts, 
disciplines, and cultures. Students will apply 
rudiments of vocal music and fundamentals of 
creative expression to performance and will 
demonstrate successful completion of Vocal Music I 
student learning expectations. 

 
Vocal Music II/Advanced Vocal 
Music  
Grade Level: 10-12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Vocal Music I 
 
Course Description: Vocal Music II is a two-
semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Vocal Music I. Vocal Music 
II students shall further expand their knowledge of 
music fundamentals and vocal techniques. Students  
 

are expected to develop advanced performance 
techniques in solo, small group, and large group 
settings with greater emphasis on reading and 
performing vocally using appropriate articulation, 
dynamics, and interpretative skills. Vocal Music II 
students will critique vocal music performances and 
reflect upon the impact of vocal music upon society 
as well as societal influences on vocal music. 
Students will regularly perform vocally in a variety 
of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, 
solo and ensemble performances, and festivals and 
will demonstrate successful completion of Vocal 
Music II student learning expectations. Vocal Music 
I is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
Drama 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  1/2 
Unit    Length: ½ Year 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Students will be 
introduced to the theatre and its history.  Acting 
techniques, types of plays and performances, and 
facilities will be explored.  An introduction to 
various elements that comprise the parts of a 
production will be explored briefly.  Student 
performance in class is an expectation for successful 
completion of the course.  
 

 

Health and Safety 
 

Health and Safety 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit:  ½ Unit 
Length: ½ Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Health and Safety courses 
will provide content and learning experiences in 
nutrition, disease prevention, human growth and 
development, healthy life skills, personal health and 
safety, community health and promotion, decision 
making skills, interpersonal communication skills, 
and information regarding the use and abuse of 
medications, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. The 
course content will focus on personal health and 
wellness and the practice of health enhancing 
behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks.  This 
course encompasses the Health and Safety Content 
Standards defined by the Arkansas Physical 
Education and Health Curriculum Framework. 
Required for graduation. 

Physical Education 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  ½ Unit 
Length: ½ Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Physical Education 
courses include a planned curriculum that provides 
content and learning experiences in basic motor and 
movement skills as they apply to physical activity, 
health related physical fitness, and lifetime sports 
and recreation.  This course encompasses the 
Physical Education Content Standards defined by 
the Arkansas Physical Education and Health 
Curriculum Framework. Required for graduation.  
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Career and Technical Education 

 
Vocational-Business 

 

Computerized Business 
Applications 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
 
Course Description: Computerized Business 
Applications is a two-semester course designed to 
prepare students with an introduction to business 
applications that are necessary to live and work in a 
technological society. Emphasis is given to 
hardware, concepts, and business uses of 
applications. The business applications covered are 
word processing, database, spreadsheet, 
telecommunications, presentation, and Web page 
design. 
 
Desktop Publishing I/II 
Grade Level: 10-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Word Processing I or 
Computerized Business Applications 
 
Course Description: Desktop Publishing I is a 
one-semester course that combines the versatility of 
the microcomputer with page-design software, 
enabling students to produce materials of near 
photo-typed quality. The course includes page 
composition, layout, design, editing functions, and a 
variety of printing options.  Desktop Publishing II is 
a one-semester course designed to study the process 
of analyzing information and audience in order to 
choose the appropriate visual signals to 
communicate the desired message effectively. 
Applied principles are used to analyze and organize 
information, set up a design structure, and produce 
special visual expressions. 

 

Multi-Media Applications I/II 
Grade Level: 11-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Keyboarding, Word 
Processing I & II (or Computer Business 
Applications) and Desktop Publishing I 
 
Course Description:  Multimedia Applications 
I is a one-semester course giving students advanced 
experience in using multimedia to merge text, 
graphics, video, and sound. Applied principles are 
used to analyze and organize information, set up a 
design structure, and produce special visual 
expressions.  Multimedia Applications II is a one-
semester course giving students advanced 
experience in using multimedia to merge text and 
graphics, as well as in editing and dubbing video 
and sound. Applied principles are used to analyze 
and organize information, set up a design structure, 
and produce special visual expressions. Students 
will be able to develop an interactive multimedia 
presentation with academic core integration. 
 

Computerized Accounting I 
Grade Level: 10 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Keyboarding 
 
This course is taught on a rotational 
basis. 
Course Description: Computerized 
Accounting I is a two-semester course with 
emphasis on basic accounting principles as they 
relate to both manual and computerized financial 
systems. Instruction is on an integrated basis, using 
computers and electronic calculators as the 
relationships and processes of manual and 
computerized accounting are presented. Entry-level 
skills in the accounting occupations can be attained. 
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Computerized Accounting II 
Grade Level: 11-12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Computerized Accounting I 
 
This course is taught on a rotational 
basis. 
Course Description: Computerized 
Accounting II is a two-semester course designed to 
provide students with the knowledge, 
understanding, and skill necessary for successful 
careers in accounting. Partnership as well as 
departmental, corporate and cost accounting 
systems are components of the course. Emphasis is 
given to the computerized/automated functions in 
accounting. 

Office Management 
Grade Level: 11-12   Credit:  1 
Unit    Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Computer Business 
Applications or Word processing I & II or 
Computer Applications I &II 
 
This course is taught on a rotational 
basis. 
Course Description: Office Management is a two-
semester course focusing on management and 
supervision in the office environment.  The course 
covers basic skills such as word processing, records 
management, and communications as well as 
decision making, critical thinking, teamwork, and 
ethics.  

 

Vocational-Agriculture  
 

Agriculture Science and 
Technology 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: A foundation course for 
all agriculture programs of study. Topics covered 
include general agriculture, FFA, leadership, record 
keeping, supervised agricultural experience, 
agricultural safety, forestry and natural resources, 
animal science, plant science, soil science, and 
agricultural mechanics. 
 

Agriculture Business/ Agriculture 
Leadership 
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
This course is taught on a rotational basis. 
Course Description: This course provides 
students with a basis for making effective decisions, 
setting goals, assessing and solving problems, 
evaluating the management of resources, and 
gaining skills useful in everyday life. Public 
speaking, parliamentary procedure, organization, 
delegation, oral communication, conflict resolution, 
business etiquette, and community service are major 
topics to assist students in development of their 
leadership skills for the future.  Opportunities are 
provided for students to participate in FFA and 
supervised experience activities.  

Agriculture Mechanics  
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Agriculture Science and 
Technology 
 
Course Description: This course connects 
scientific principles with mechanical skills. This 
course will enhance the student’s understanding of 
the traditional areas of agriculture mechanics.  This 
course also emphasizes agricultural technology 
including such topics as electricity, internal 
combustion engines, metal technology, 
construction, and the development, role and scope 
of mechanical technology in agriculture. 
 

Animal Science/Biological Animal 
Science 
Grade Level: 10-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year           Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Topics covered in Animal 
Science include animal biotechnology, animal 
behavior, classification, consumer concerns, animal 
welfare, genetics, scientific selection, reproduction, 
growth and development, nutrition, meat science, 
and diseases Opportunities are provided for students 
to participate in FFA and supervised experience 
activities.  This course is a scientific approach to 
animal science using scientific principles and  

 



29 

applied management practices. An emphasis on 
selection and industry review involves scientific 
data gained through research and experimentation. 
 

Small Gas Engines/Electricity 
Grade Level: 10-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Agriculture Science & 
Technology or Agriculture Science 
 
This course is taught on a rotational basis. 
Course Description: This course examines the 
uses of small engines in all areas of agriculture. 
Selection, maintenance and repair, and 
employability are major topics.  Students will cover 
electrical terms, careers, sources, tools, and practical 
wiring.  Students will learn to read plans and wire 
according to plan.  They will use hands-on activities 
and safety will be stressed. 
 

 Agriculture Metals  
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Agriculture Science and 
Technology, Agriculture Mechanics I and 
Agriculture Mechanics II 
 
Course Description: This course covers safety, 
technical information, and fabrication concepts. 
Safety practices and performance skills will be This 
course will cover cold metal, hot metal, sheet metal, 

reading and implementing blueprints as they relate 
to metal work, arc welding, gas welding and careers 
related to metal work. Safety practices and 
performance skills will be emphasized in each area.   
 

Agriculture Structural Systems  
Grade Level: 10-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Agriculture Science and 
Technology, Agriculture Mechanics I, 
Agriculture Mechanics II. 
 
This course is taught on a rotational basis. 
Course Description: Students will be 
introduced to basic practices used in farm building 
and construction of facilities for the farm.  Topics 
include FFA, SAE, planning, tools, basic 
construction, surveying, and safety practices.  An 
in-depth look will be given to the technical areas of 
the agriculture structural industry.  The course 
includes planning, tools, basic construction, 
surveying, FFA, SAE, safety, concrete &masonry, 
basic carpentry, plumbing, electricity, metal 
fabrication, and painting & finishing. 
 

 

Vocational-Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

Family and Consumer Science 
Grade Level: 9-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year          Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Family and Consumer 
Science is designed to provide students with basic 
information and skills needed to function effectively 
within the family and within a changing, complex 
society. Emphasis is given to the development of 
competencies related to Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America; individual and 
family relationships; arrangement of personal living 
space; wardrobe planning and selection; garment 
care and construction; selection of toys and age-
appropriate play activities for children; health and  

safety procedures related to child care; nutrition and 
food selection; meal planning, preparation, and 
service; home management; money management; 
use of credit and banking services; consumer 
education; computer use at home, in school, and in 
the workplace; and career skills. Upon completion 
of this course, the student will have developed basic 
life skills that promote a positive influence on the 
quality of life. 
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Housing and Interior Design/ 
Clothing Management 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Family and Consumer 
Science 
 
Course Description: Housing and Interior 
Design focuses on personal and family housing 
needs, options for meeting those needs, and the role 
of the housing industry in the economy. Emphasis is 
given to the development of competencies related to 
housing needs of the individual and family; housing 
options; trends in housing; financial and legal 
commitments related to housing; home 
construction; art principles as applied to housing 
and interiors; selection, care, and arrangement of 
home furnishings and appliances; energy 
conservation; jobs and career opportunities in 
housing and interior design; and the effect of 
technology on housing. Upon completion of the 
course, a student will be prepared to make wise 
decisions in obtaining and maintaining personal and 
family shelter.  Experiences in the Clothing 
Management course are designed to assist students 
in developing skills necessary for management of 
individual and family wardrobes, for decision 
making as a clothing consumer, and for 
understanding the role of the clothing and textile 
industry in the economy. Emphasis is given to the 
development of competencies related to clothing 
selection, clothing needs of family members, 
wardrobe planning, clothing care, characteristics of 
natural and synthetic fibers, types of fabrics and 
fabric finishes, laws and regulations related to the 
clothing and textiles industry, use and care of basic 
sewing supplies and equipment, fabric selection, 
clothing construction techniques, jobs and careers in 
clothing and textiles, computer use in clothing and 
textiles, and effects of technology on the clothing 
and textiles industry. Upon completion of this 
course, a student will be able to provide and 
maintain personal/family wardrobes to meet the 
needs of individuals. In addition, the student will 
acquire skills needed for clothing and textiles 
occupations and develop knowledge of the impact 
of technology on the clothing and textiles industry. 

 

Parenting/ Child Development 
Grade Level: 9-12    Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Experiences in the 
Parenting course are designed to assist students in 
developing an understanding of the parenting 
process and of parenting skills. Competencies 
developed in this course will be useful to anyone 
who lives with, associates with, or works with 
children. Emphasis in this course is given to the 
development of competencies related to the 
parenthood decision, costs of having and raising a 
child, child growth and development, effects of 
heredity and environment on development, rights 
and responsibilities of parents and children, 
providing nurturance, guidance techniques for 
promoting positive behavior, prevention of child 
abuse and neglect, promoting health and safety of 
children, caring for the sick or injured child, 
parenting a “special needs” child, helping children 
cope with crises, choosing professionals to help 
with parenting problems, selection of child-care 
services, jobs and careers related to parenting, and 
effects of technology on careers related to parenting. 
Upon completion of this course, a student will 
possess skills necessary to provide quality care for 
children—as a parent, as one employed to care for 
children, or as one who interacts with children in 
other settings.  Child Development focuses on skills 
needed to guide the physical, intellectual, 
emotional, and social development of children. 
Emphasis is given to the development of 
competencies related to the study of children, 
pregnancy and prenatal development, birth and the 
newborn, types of growth and development, stages 
of growth and development, rights and 
responsibilities of parents and children, needs of 
children, factors influencing the behavior of 
children, selection of child-care services, health and 
safety of children, children with special needs, 
coping with crises, the effects of technology on 
child development, and careers related to the area of 
child development. Upon completion of this course, 
the student will be prepared to care for and guide 
the development of a child through all stages of 
growth—within a family, as a child-care 
professional, or in other experiences with children. 
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Managing Resources/ Human 
Relations 
Grade Level: 9-12     Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year           Prerequisites: None 
 
This course is taught on a rotational basis. 
Course Description: Managing Resources is a 
non-laboratory semester course designed to assist 
students in developing an understanding of 
resources available to individuals and families and 
ways to manage these resources so that needs and 
goals are met. Emphasis is given to the development 
of competencies related to resource management 
techniques, management of individual resources, 
resource management for a healthy lifestyle, family 
life management, resource management for meeting 
change, resource management in the workplace, 
financial resource management, credit and 
investment resource management, consumer 
resource management, time management, material 
and human services resource management, natural 
resource management, and technology as a resource. 
Upon completion of this course, students will have 
the ability to focus on available resources to help 
them manage challenges of life now and in the 
future.  Human Relations focuses on the 
development of skills needed in order to build and 
maintain successful relationships in the home, 
community, and workplace. Emphasis is given to 
the development of competencies related to 
personality development, decision-making, 
communication, relationships outside the family, 
relationships within the family, and careers in the 
field of human relations. Upon completion of this 
course, the student will have a better understanding 
of self, know how to communicate effectively, and 
be able to establish and maintain effective 
relationships with family members, peers, and 
others. 
 

Food and Nutrition/ Nutrition and 
Wellness 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year        Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Experiences in the Food 
and Nutrition course focus on the development of 
skills needed to select, prepare, and serve food 
which meets nutritional needs of individuals and 
families. Emphasis in this course is given to the 
development of competencies related to nutrition, 
weight control, the food consumer, the effect of 
technology on food and nutrition, microwave  

cookery, kitchen organization and equipment, safety 
and sanitation, menu planning, serving and eating 
food, food preparation, eating away from home, and 
jobs and career opportunities in the field of food and 
nutrition. Upon completion of this course, students 
will be able to apply sound nutritional practices, 
which will have a positive effect on their health.  
Nutrition and Wellness emphasizes the interaction 
of nutrition, foods, sports, and exercise for lifelong 
fitness and wellbeing of individuals and families.  
Learning responsible eating and exercise habits will 
help students make wise decisions about food 
choices for active living and weight management. 
 

Family Dynamics 
Grade Level: 9-12  Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Family and Consumer 
Science 
 
This course is taught on a rotational basis. 
Course Description: Family Dynamics focuses 
on the role of the family in helping individuals 
develop to their highest potential, in strengthening 
the community, and in addressing concerns of a 
global society.  Emphasis is given to dynamics of 
family life, image dimensions of individuals and 
families, life relationships, responsible parenting, 
crisis management, resource management, civic 
responsibility, food and fitness, housing, career 
planning, and new technologies and trends affecting 
families. Upon completion of this course, the 
student will have an understanding of the impact of 
the family unit on an individual’s ability to function 
successfully in an increasingly complex society. 
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Pre-AP 
 

English II-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10    Credit:  1 Unit  
Length: 1 Year     Prerequisites: English I 
 
Course Description: English II~Pre-AP is 
designed to prepare the college-bound student in 
English.  Students will write, read, and work on 
grammar skills daily. This Pre-Advanced Placement 
Class will be directly geared to enable the students 
to see, hear, and work on advanced placement skills 
for his/her AP class and national exam in the future, 
if he/she chooses to take it. Pre-AP also enables 
students to improve in a more demanding 
environment. Advanced placement terms, reading, 
and writing at an advanced level will be the 
standards that students will be expected to strive for. 
This class will require more reading and writing 
than the English II Class. 
NOTE: This course is highly recommended for 
students planning to enter the Advanced 
Placement Program.   
 

Algebra II-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10-11 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year    Prerequisites: Algebra I 
 
Course Description: In Algebra II-Pre AP, a 
full year course, students will study linear systems, 
equations, inequalities, quadratic equations and 
functions, graphing transformations, matrices, 
complex numbers, operations of rational 
expressions, conic sections, rational, exponential, 
and logarithmic functions. Students will be expected 
to have attained proficiency from Algebra I in the 
use of fundamental operations, solving simple 
equations. Students will participate in the use of 
technology. This course is fast-paced and offers in-
depth problem solving situations. 
NOTE: This course is highly recommended for 
students planning to enter the Advanced 
Placement Program.   

 

Biology-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10      Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Physical Science 
 
Course Description: In Pre-AP Biology, a full 
year course, students will study ecology, cytology, 
genetics, microbiology, taxonomy, evolution and 
anatomy. Students will be asked to participate in 
group activities, do projects, labs, presentations and 
dissections. This class is designed for the above 
average student, reading assignments are frequent, 
and the tests are comprehensive.  

 
World History-Pre AP 
Grade Level: 10       Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year         Prerequisites: Civics 
 
Pre AP World History is a full year course designed 
to give students a challenging curriculum. This 
course should help prepare students to take 
Advanced Placement Social Studies courses in the 
future. The course will examine connections to the 
past in order to prepare students for the future as 
participating members of a global community. 
Students enrolled in this course will increase their 
knowledge of history, geography, political 
processes, religion, ethics, diverse cultures and 
humanities, in order to help them solve problems in 
academic, civic, social and employment settings. 
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AP Courses 
 

AP English III  
Grade Level: 11 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: English I and II 
 
Course Description: An AP course in English 
Language and Composition engages students in 
becoming skilled readers of prose written in a 
variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 
contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who 
compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their 
writing and their reading will make students aware 
of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, 
audience expectations, and subjects as well as the 
way generic conventions and the resources of 
language contribute to effectiveness 
in writing.  
 

AP English IV 
Grade Level: 12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: English I, II, and III.  
Proficiency on 11th grade Literacy test. 
 
Course Description: An AP English Literature 
and Composition engages students in the careful 
reading and critical analysis of imaginative 
literature. Through the close reading of selected 
texts, students deepen their understanding of the 
ways writers use language to provide both meaning 
and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students 
consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as 
well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of 
figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
 

AP U.S. History 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Civics and U.S. History 
 
Course Description: The AP U.S. History 
course is designed to provide students with the 
analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to 
deal critically with the problems and materials in 
U.S. History.  The program prepares students for 
intermediate and advanced college courses by 
making demands upon them equivalent to those  

made by full-year introductory college courses.  
Students will learn to assess historical materials-
their relevance to a given interpretive problem, 
reliability, and importance-and to weigh the 
evidence and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship.  An AP U.S. History course will thus 
develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions 
on the basis of an informed judgment and to present 
reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in 
essay format. 
 

AP Music Theory 
Grade Level: 10-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: 80% on a pre-entry skills 
test 
 
Course Description: AP Music Theory 
integrates aspects of harmony, melody, texture, 
rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary 
composition, and, to some extent, history and style. 
Musicianship skills such as dictation and other 
listening skills, sight-singing, and keyboard 
harmony are considered an important part of the 
theory course. The student’s ability to read and 
write musical notation is fundamental to such a 
course.  It is also recommended that the student will 
have acquired at least basic performance skills in 
voice or on an instrument. 
 
AP Biology 
Grade Level: 11-12 Credit:  1 Unit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
 
Course Description: The goal of AP Biology 
is to provide a learning environment that enables 
students to develop a solid understanding of the 
major concepts in biology.  Cells, energy 
transforms, genetics, evolution, populations, 
bacteria, protists, fungi, animal populations, and 
plants will be covered in this course.  Students must 
be able to think and work independently and be 
willing to do independent studies. 
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Concurrent Classes 
 

English Comp I 
Grade Level: 12       
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT English 19+, Reading 
19+, and proficient on 11th grade Literacy 
test. 
 
Course Description: This course provides 
basic instruction in writing and analysis of prose. 
Typically taught during the fall semester. 
 

English Comp II 
Grade Level: 12 
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT English 19+, Reading 
19+, proficient on 11th grade Literacy test, 
and Comp I. 
 
Course Description: This course covers 
writing (rhetoric and mechanics), researching, 
critical thinking, and an introduction to literature.  
At least four documented essays are required from 
among the following types: summary, induction or 
problem solving, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  
Typically taught during the spring semester. 
 

College Algebra 
Grade Level: 12  
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT Math 19+, Reading 
19+, and Proficient on last EOC test. 
 
Course Description: Topics include quadratic 
equations and inequalities, polynomial and rational 
functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, 
graphing functions, systems of equations, matrices, 
determinant, and the binomial theorem.  A graphing 
calculator is required.  Typically taught during the 
fall semester. 
 
 

Probability and Statistics 
Grade Level: 12  
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT Math 19+, Reading 
19+, and Proficient on last EOC test. 
 
Course Description: An introductory course in 
probability and statistics, including statistical 
terminology, descriptive data, probabilities, 
probability distributions, tests of hypotheses, linear 
regressions, and design of experiments.  Typically 
taught during the spring semester. 
 

Civilizations of the World to 1500 
Grade Level: 12  
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT English 19+, Reading 
19+, and proficient on 11th grade Literacy 
test. 
 
Course Description: An introduction to major 
civilizations of the world to 1500.  Typically taught 
during the fall semester. 
 

Civilizations of the World Since 
1500 
Grade Level: 12  
Credit:  1/2 Unit, 3 College Hours  
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: ACT English 19+, Reading 
19+, and proficient on 11th grade Literacy 
test. 
 
Course Description: An introduction to major 
civilizations of the world since 1500.  Typically 
taught during the spring semester. 
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Additional Courses 
 

Athletics 
Grade Level: 9-12  
Credit:  1 Time Local Elective Credit 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: Students interested in 
participating in team sports have the option of 
enrolling in football, basketball, and volleyball.  
Baseball, softball, and track are all offered as after 
school options for which there is no credit.  
 

Peer Tutoring 
 
Grade Level: 12      
Credit:  1/2 Unit, Community Service 
Hours    
Length: ½  Year 
Prerequisites: Must have scored proficient 
or advanced in subject area they are 
offering tutoring in. 
 
Course Description: Students in the 12th grade 
are offered the opportunity to participate in the peer 
tutoring program. This program allows seniors to 
work as tutors at the middle school and high school 
level. Peer tutors work with the teacher to aid their 
peers in the learning process while earning 
community service hours. In order to qualify for this 
program students must be in the 12th grade and have 
scored proficient or advanced in the subject area 
they are working as a tutor in. 

 

Remediation Program 
 
Grade Level: 9-12   Credit:  0 Units                                    
Length: ½  Year 
 
Course Description: The Department of 
Education states that all students who are not 
proficient on the End of Course exams will 
participate in a remediation program to receive 
credit for the corresponding course. Remedial 
classes may not be in lieu of English, mathematics, 
science, or history core courses required for 
graduation. This may also prevent a student from 
participating in the students preferred electives 
should a scheduling conflict arise. Each remediation 
course meets for one semester. Remediation courses 
are not counted toward graduation credits. 
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College Timeline Checklist 
 

The following guidelines provide a skeleton list of activities to consider at each grade 
level as you prepare for college. For more complete information, consult your counselor. 

 
Grade 8 
· Consult your counselor for the most appropriate level of courses for meeting 
college requirements. 
· Additionally, the College Board web page (www.collegeboard.org/planning) 
includes a special section for pre-high school students. You might especially want 
to check out the section entitled "Think Ahead to College." It includes a guide 
entitled "Going Right On" that helps you to approach high school with a focus on 
your future. As their banner states, “It’s never too soon to think about college.” 

 
Grade 9 
· Plan your four-year graduation plan. Take the most rigorous classes available to 
improve college admission possibilities. 
· Make sure that your program of studies includes at least two years of a language 
other than English. 
· Become familiar with college entrance requirements. Use website addresses, 1- 
800 telephone numbers, or mailing addresses to get information about all colleges 
of interest to you, and plan your high school program of studies accordingly. 
· Begin researching your career choices and the educational requirements of each. 
· Develop good study habits. 
· Participate in a variety of extracurricular activities. 
· Inventory your test-taking abilities and read materials on the PSAT, SAT, and 
ACT. Check the web sites for PSAT/SAT and for ACT for practice tests. In 
addition to the longer practice test, the College Board web site has an SAT 
Question of the Day that provides hints should you select the wrong answer and 
explanations supporting your correct answer. Getting in the habit of attempting 
this program daily and using it as a tutorial can serve as good preparation for 
taking a college entrance examination. 
· If you are planning on taking AP math or language arts courses, plan to take the 
PSAT 
· Read a wide range of books as a supplement to school assignments. ACT/SAT 
performance is always higher for regular readers. 
· Begin to volunteer within the Lavaca community. Maintain a record of your 
service projects and activities. 
 
 
 
 
 



37 

Grade 10 
 
August 
· Keep in mind that competitive colleges are more impressed by respectable grades 
in challenging courses than by outstanding grades in easy ones. 
· Check credits to make sure you are on schedule for completing graduation 
requirements 
· Check with your guidance counselor and consult college web sites to make sure 
your courses meet college entrance requirements. 
· Consider participating in clubs/activities. 
 
September 
· Get involved in clubs/school activities. 
 
Throughout the Year 
· Continue taking appropriate courses. Research shows that full participation in 
academically challenging courses is the best preparation for college entrance 
examinations and for success in college. 
· Maintain good grades. 
· Gather and review information about colleges 
· Investigate costs of various college programs. 
· Continue to review career choices. The ACT website has an excellent six-step 
planning guide in the Life Roles section for parents to help you with this 
important process. 
· Take interest inventory if available 
 
May/June 
· Athletes who plan on playing college level sports need to register for the NCAA. 
 

Grade 11 
 
August 
· Get off to a good start this semester. Your junior year grades are very important. 
Take as many academic courses as possible. 
· Check credits to make sure you are on schedule for meeting graduation 
requirements. 
· If possible, narrow your career interests to one or two fields. 
· Think about volunteering for community service. 
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September 
· Take the ACT test every time it is offered throughout the year. 
· Start thinking more seriously about what sort of college you would like to attend. 
Use resources listed earlier in this guide to find the school that’s right for you. 
The College Board website may help you get started. 
· Use Internet resources as well as resources in your counseling office to 
understand qualifications you need to meet in order to obtain funds you won’t 
have to repay. 
· Use computer software, websites, and printed aids. Consider participating in a 
preparation program. 
 
October/November 
· Write to the colleges that interest you. 
 
December 
· Study college information 
· Collect information on scholarships and financial aid programs. 
 
January/February 
· If you plan to apply for an ROTC scholarship or admission to a service academy, 
write for application packets. Check with your counselor for information on doing 
this. 
· Check registration deadlines for the SAT, ACT, and other appropriate tests. 
 
March/April 
· Plan program of study for senior year with your counselor. Learn about 
opportunities to earn college credit for advanced placement. Take as many 
academic courses as possible. Register for college entrance tests. 
 
May/June 
· Participate in a SAT/ACT preparation program 
· Take SAT or ACT. 
· Take Achievement Test(s). 
· Continue to develop strong study habits. 
· Explore opportunities for college dual-enrollment credit. 
 
Summer (Before Senior Year) 
· Select the top five to ten colleges you feel best meet your needs. Try to pare your 
list to five or six by August. Make sure to include a “sure bet,” two or three “good 
prospects,” and a “dream school.” 

· Plan college visits and make arrangements for an interview if required. (Try to see 
college campuses while classes are in session and students are on campus.) 
· Keep a record of the advantages and disadvantages of each college. 
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· Request catalogs, applications, financial aid information, and specific information 
about your proposed major area of study. 
· In August begin thinking about personal statements for college admission essays. 
Reflect on interesting experiences you have had. Think about how you might 
explain how you are different from other students. 

 
Grade 12 
The repeated references to dates of the various SAT and ACT tests are not meant to 
imply that you should take them every time they are listed. You should determine which 
dates are the most appropriate for you, keeping in mind application deadlines. If you need 
assistance in this decision, please be sure to check with the counselor. 
 
August 
· Check your credits. Be sure you have all of the required courses and credits for 
graduation. Make any adjustments needed in your schedule to meet the 
requirements for graduation or the requirements at the particular college you wish 
to attend. Think about volunteering for community service. 
 
September 
· Meet with your guidance counselor to review your records. Match these with the 
entrance requirements of the colleges you are considering. Make a list of your 
activities and awards. Update this list throughout the fall. 
· Register for and take college admissions tests if you haven’t already. 
· Choose a minimum of five colleges to which you will apply. Your selection 
should include at least one that you feel will definitely accept you. Athletes 
should discuss their ability to play at college level with their respective coaches 
and apply to five additional schools at the appropriate division. They should also 
meet with their coach to create an athletic resume’. 
· Begin requesting application materials from schools of your choice. Your college 
may take the “common application” that is used by many colleges and 
universities. Check in the counseling office. 
· Online applications may be available as well. 
· Begin thinking more seriously about your financial aid needs. Calculate your 
Estimated Family Contribution (ESF) and judge whether you will need a 
scholarship, grant, loan, or work/study program. You can find assistance at the 
web site addresses provided near the end of this section. 
· Get an early start on applying for scholarships and grants. You can apply 
throughout the year, but start now. 
· Check college catalogs and web sites for applications for admissions, housing, 
financial aid, required entrance exams (SAT or ACT) and deadlines for financial 
aid forms (FAPSA). If you are a candidate for early decision, file your application 
in time to meet that deadline. Also be sure to check the LAST acceptable test date 
for an early decision candidate. Parents and students need to be aware of the 
contractual obligations for early decision. 
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· Talk with teachers and other people who know you well and whom you will ask 
to write a recommendation for you. 
· Prepare a resume to assist any person from whom you will request a letter of 
recommendation. 
· Schedule college tours. Check your school calendar for dates when you are not in 
school other than holidays. Use these. Call or write ahead for an appointment. 
· Meet with college representatives when they visit LHS. 
· Maintain good grades. 
· Distribute application and recommendations forms to guidance counselors and 
teachers for completion of their sections. (Teachers and counselors are asked to 
write numerous recommendations; always allow at least four weeks for them to 
complete recommendations.) 
 
October 
· Make more college visits 
· Arrange sending of transcript and recommendations to colleges. Provide a 
stamped, addressed envelope if needed. 
· Begin to fill out application forms. Many colleges require essay responses. Allow 
yourself ample time to do a good job. Request that an English teacher check your 
essay for grammar, spelling, punctuation, style, etc. (Again, allow sufficient time 
for the teacher to check and make suggestions.) 
· Meet application deadlines for early decision. 
· Take/retake the SAT/ACT if necessary. 
· Find out the achievement test requirements of your college choices. If required, 
register to take achievement tests on a date when you will NOT be taking the 
SAT. You are not permitted to take the SAT and Achievement Tests on the same 
date. 
· Attend College Night with your parents. 
 
November 
· Continue to study hard because your first semester senior year grades are very 
important. 
· Research the quality of the departments at colleges you like the most. Ask 
questions of current students when you visit. If interested in a pre-professional 
program, check on the placement record for the university. 
· Complete college applications for admissions. Follow up on letters of 
recommendation. Request transcripts as needed. Copy ALL forms before you 
mail them. Mail to meet deadlines. 
 
December 
· Look back over your timeline to be sure you have completed each step in the 
college admissions process. 
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· Request that SAT or ACT scores be sent to all colleges to which you have 
applied. If you did not list them when you registered for the tests, fill out the 
special form for additional college scores. These forms are in the guidance office. 
· Expect notification of early decision acceptance or deferral by December 15. If 
you are not accepted, file your other applications IMMEDIATELY.  

· Ask your parents to begin gathering their financial information. 
· Take the achievement tests (ACH) that may be required by the colleges of your 
choice. 
 
January 
· File your FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1. (Estimate the required tax 
information if your tax forms are still incomplete. It is best if your family 
completes tax returns by the end of the month.) Pay attention to the deadline since 
some states require an earlier deadline than others. Keep a photo copy for your 
records. 
· Research for scholarships and loans. 
 
February 
· Keep your grades up….finish strong…remember that you will be accepted to 
college 
· Check deadlines for financial aid/scholarship grants. Many forms are due on or 
before March 1. 
 
March 
· Wait…… 
 
April 
· Look for acceptance notices. April 15 is the most popular date for some 
competitive colleges to notify students. Let your counselor know what has 
happened. 
· Choose your college and write the college a letter of acceptance, which the 
college should receive before May 1. 
· Write other colleges to decline their acceptance (also before May 1). 
· If you are wait-listed and wish to be kept in consideration, be sure to advise the 
college. 
· If all colleges send rejections, don’t panic! There are several alternatives. See 
your counselor 
· Finalize plans for housing, financial aid, and/or scholarships. 
· Make any deposit required by the institution you plan to attend. May 1 is the 
generally accepted nationwide deadline for deposits for fall term. 
· If applicable, register for Advanced Placement Tests. List colleges you wish to 
receive your scores. 
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May 
· Make final choice of college or university if you have not already done so. 
Complete all details concerning college admissions. 
· Notify your counselor of your final college choice and whether you have been 
awarded any scholarships (academic, athletic, artistic, dramatic, or musical.) 
· Request that a final transcript be sent to your college choice. 
· Take Advanced Placement Tests. 
 
July/Summer before College Freshman Year 
· When you receive your Advanced Placement Test grades, if you have not already 
requested that the scores be sent to the college that you will be attending, request 
College Board to do so. 
 
· Participate in the orientation program of the college you will attend. This may 
have occurred in the spring or may take place just prior to the fall term. 
· Check on opportunities to pre-register for fall term classes. Learn about campus 
resources and facilities. 
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Tests for College Bound Students 
 
PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test) 
The PSAT/NMSQT measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities. It serves three 
purposes: 
• allows students to compare their academic abilities with other college-bound students at 
their specific grade level 
• familiarizes students with the SAT 
• allows college-bound juniors to compete for National Merit Scholarship Recognition 
 
The test is offered only in October and should be taken by all college-bound juniors.  
Sophomores are encouraged to take the test for practice, and selected ninth grade students 
may make special arrangements to take the test. 
 
To make the best possible use of PSAT/NMSQT results, review the “Report of Student 
Answers” to determine how you performed on each type of question. Noting the kinds of 
mistakes made can help you identify your areas of weakness and assist you in planning 
SAT preparation. 
 
COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTS 
Different colleges require different admission tests. To find out which tests are required, 
you should check the catalogs or web sites of any colleges to which you plan to apply.  
 
Most colleges require the scores of the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or the ACT 
(American College Testing Program). 
 
Application forms for the tests are available in the counseling office or online. It is your 
responsibility to have your scores sent directly to the colleges of your choice from the 
testing agency. 
 
SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) 
Many two and four-year colleges require SAT scores as part of their admissions 
requirements. The SAT covers three parts: verbal, mathematics, and a test of standard 
written English. The verbal and mathematics scores are reported in a range of 200 – 800 
with 500 being the median score. The admission score varies among colleges. If you plan 
to attend college, you are encouraged to take the test at the end of the junior year or early 
in the senior year. 
 
If you are applying to a military academy, you must take the SAT in your junior year.  
 
The SAT is given seven times a year. Testing dates are found on the College Board 
website or in the counseling office. 
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ACT (American College Testing Program) 
Some colleges require ACT scores as part of their admissions requirement. The ACT 
assessment covers four subject areas: English, mathematics, social studies, and natural 
science. The scores are reported for each subject area plus a composite score. The 
composite score ranges from 1 to 36 with 18 being average. The admission score varies 
among colleges. The ACT is offered five times a year. It is recommended that students 
take the test near the end of the junior year or early in the senior year. Testing dates are 
found on the ACT website or in the counseling office. Lavaca High School offers a CPEP 
program during the summer that prepares students for the ACT.  
 

Preparing For the ACT 

·  The English test measures how well you understand concepts including 
punctuation, grammar and sentence structure. It also asks you to make the kinds 
of decisions that good writers make about style and organization. 

·  The Math test focuses on solving practical quantitative problems. It does not test 
your knowledge of formulas or how well you can perform computations. The 
Math test includes material on algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. Math 
questions may include diagrams or concepts, or may be in the form of a story.  

·  The Reading test measures reading comprehension and your skills in reasoning. 
Reasoning is your ability to find meaning in text passages by drawing conclusions 
and making comparisons based on what the passage explicitly states. The nature 
of the passages is typical of what you would find in college textbooks, and the 
subjects include prose fiction, humanities, the social sciences and the natural 
sciences.  

·  The Science Reasoning test measures how well you can interpret, analyze, 
evaluate, reason, and solve problems in the natural sciences. It may contain 
graphs, tables, research results from experiments, or hypotheses and opinions. The 
questions may come from biology, physical science, chemistry or physics.  

 

Key Subjects: 

English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12 

Geometry, Algebra II, PreCal/Trig, 

Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Physics in Context.
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College Credit and Placement Tests 

 
ACH (Achievement Tests) 
The more selective colleges usually require the scores of two or more College Board 
Achievement Tests as part of the admissions process. These tests are one-hour multiple 
choice tests that measure the student’s knowledge of a particular subject and his/her 
ability to apply that knowledge. The Achievement Tests are used by some colleges for 
placement. These tests are offered in several subject areas. You should take the 
appropriate test at the completion of the course. Any student considering taking the 
achievement tests should schedule a planning session with the counselor. 
 
AP (Advanced Placement) Examinations 
Advanced Placement Examinations are based upon college-level courses taught in high 
school. They may enable the student to receive college credit, advanced placement, or 
both. Scores are reported on a five-point scale, with five being the highest score. A score 
of three or better is generally accepted for advanced placement and college credit by 
many colleges. Check with the college you plan to attend for their policy. By exempting 
several freshman-level courses in this way, a student may realize substantial savings in 
college costs. AP teachers and counselors will advise students about the AP courses and 
the AP examinations. 
 
CLEP (College Level Examination Program) 
CLEP provides an opportunity for individuals who have acquired certain knowledge 
outside the traditional classroom to earn college credit examination. The scores range 
from 200 – 800. Some colleges give credit for scores above 500 enabling students to skip 
certain courses. Before participating in the program, you should check the policy of the 
prospective college regarding the granting of CLEP credit and consult your high school 
counselor. 
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Scholarships and Financial Aid for 
College 

 
With the costs of completing higher education continuously increasing, most students 
will need to consider seeking scholarships or some other form of financial aid, and 
choices made on first entering high school can affect a student’s likelihood of gaining 
needed assistance. To have the highest probability for gaining the financial assistance that 
may be needed, you should: 
 
 *select and pursue a rigorous program of courses that will prepare you well for 
              seeking a degree/area of interest to you 
 *make good grades and maintain good attendance 
 *participate in extracurricular and volunteer activities 
 *take the appropriate college entrance exam(s), particularly the ACT, as many  
              times as you possibly can. 
 *join appropriate school clubs and organizations 
 *interview someone in your field of interest 
 
By following these guidelines, you increase your possibility for gaining some type of 
financial aid. There are generally four major types of financial aid available to students. 
They are as follows: 
 
Scholarships - awards based on merit (either academic or some area of talent) 
 
Grants - awards based on financial need which do not need to be repaid 
 
Loans - funds which are loaned through a bank, a college, or a lending institution with 
interest rates that are usually reasonable. 
 
Work-Study Program - Jobs that allow students to earn money toward their education 
and which are coordinated through the college’s financial aid office. 
 
It is a good idea to begin early in your high school career to think about schools you 
might want to attend after graduation from high school and to get some knowledge about 
potential expenses. Then you may begin gaining as much information about financial 
assistance as possible. Web site addresses for resources that can help you in your search 
for financial aid are listed below. 
The Financial Aid Information Page: http://www.finaid.org 
Department of Education, Student Financial Assistance Information: http://www.ed.gov/ 
College Board Online: http://www.collegeboard.org 
ACT: http://www.act.org/path/parent/resource 
Arkansas Scholarship Connection: http://www.scholarships.ar.us.org 
Links to these websites, other financial aid sites and in-state colleges can be found at: 
http://www.goldenarrows.org  
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Freshman Scholarships 
2009-10 UA Fort Smith Academic Merit Awards for Freshman 

���������	
���
���	��	���� 		

Award  Amount  Qualifications  

Chancellor's 
Leadership 

Council (CLC)  

$4300 per academic year for 
tuition, books, and/or fees, a new 
laptop computer, as well as a four-
bedroom apartment at Sebastian 
Commons  

25+ composite ACT score, 3.25 
cumulative GPA, plus 
demonstration of strong 
leadership and academic 
performance 
  

Boreham 
Engineering 
Scholarship  

$4300 per academic year for 
tuition, books, and/or fees, a new 
laptop computer, and an optional 
$2000 Sebastian Commons annual 
housing waiver  

27+ composite ACT score, 3.5 
cumulative GPA, and a major in 
either mechanical or electrical 
engineering 
  

First Bank Corp. 
Scholarship  

$4300 per academic year for 
tuition, books, and/or fees, a new 
laptop computer, and an optional 
$2000 Sebastian Commons annual 
housing waiver  

27+ composite ACT score, 3.5 
cumulative GPA, and a major in 
a degree program in the College 
of Business 
  

Merit Scholarships        

���	������	�����	���	�����	��	�����	���	���	������� �	������	��	�������	�����	�������������	�����	��	
��	��������	���	�����	�������������	��������	����	� ��	�����	�� ��	�����	������		

Award  Amount  Qualifications  

Academic Distinction 
Scholarship  

$3000 per academic 
year  

*Average ACT score of 27 plus a 
GPA of 3.87  

Academic Excellence 
Scholarship  

$2200 per academic 
year  

*Average ACT score of 24 plus a 
GPA of 3.51  

Academic Opportunity 
Scholarship  

$1000 per academic 
year  

*Average ACT score of 21 plus a 
GPA of 3.21  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
SCHOLARSHIP 

National Merit Finalist, National 
Merit Semifinalist, Arkansas 

Governor’s Distinguished 
Scholar or Arkansas Governor’s 

Scholar 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours), room 
and board waiver, and a 

$500 stipend per semester 
for up to eight semesters 

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP 30-36 ACT and a 3.25 
cumulative high school GPA 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours), room 
and board waiver, and a 

$125 stipend per semester 
for up to eight semesters. 

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP 

26-29 ACT and a 3.25 
cumulative high school GPA 

 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours), room 

and board waiver per 
semester for up to eight 

semesters 

DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
24-25 ACT and a 3.25 

cumulative high school GPA 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours) per 
semester for up to eight 

semesters. 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 
21-23 ACT and a 3.25 

cumulative high school GPA 
$500 per semester for up to 

four semesters. 

INCENTIVE SCHOLARSHIP 

19-20 ACT/3.5+GPA or 
24+ACT/3.0+GPA and two 

letters of recommendation must 
be attached (This is a 

competitive scholarship) 

Varies 

VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Valedictorian/Salutatorian of 
high school graduating class 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours) per 
semester for up to eight 

semesters. 

UNIVERSITY HONORS  
SCHOLARSHIP 

Minimum 28  ACT and a 3.5 
cumulative high school GPA 

 

Tuition (up to and 
including 18 hours), room 

and board waiver, 
academic fees and a $500 

stipend per semester with a 
maximum of 124 credit 

hours. 
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University Honors Scholarship 

29 ACT minimum and a 3.500 
GPA on the sixth or seventh 
semester transcript OR Be a 
Governor’s distinguished 

Scholarship recipient OR Be a 
National Merit finalist or 

semi/finalist.  

tuition & fees (15 hrs) 
-room & board 
-$1200 per year 

-limited # competitively awarded 

Chancellor's Scholarship 
2009 graduate of Arkansas high 
school with 27 minimum ACT 
and 3.500 GPA 

tuition & fees (15 hrs) 
-room & $500 per year 

-limited # awarded 

Dean's Scholarship  
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Future Arkansas Leaders 

Scholarship 
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$1000 per semester 
-limited # awarded 

Academic Merit Award 
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College Tuition 2009-2010 
 

College Tuition per Credit Hour Full-time Tuition (per 
semester) 

University of Arkansas 
Fort Smith 

$143 $2145 

Arkansas Tech University $161 $2,715 

University of Central 
Arkansas 

$210 $3150 

Arkansas State University $163 $3,150 

University of the Ozarks $556 $8,665 

Lyon College $641 $9165 

University of Arkansas $213 $7,177 

Harding University $423 $9,410 

Hendrix College  $12,099 
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Arkansas Challenge Scholarship 
 
The Arkansas Challenge Scholarship could amount to up to $12,000 in scholarships for 
any Arkansas College. 
 
To be eligible, you must complete the following courses: 

·  4 units English  
·  2 units of the same Foreign Language  
·  3 units Natural Science (WITH labs) including Physical Science, Biology, AND 

Chemistry or Physics  
·  4 units Math (1 unit beyond Algebra II and Geometry)  
·  3 units Social Studies 

In addition to completing the classes, you must also meet the following criteria: 

·  Be an Arkansas high school graduate  
·  Study hard to meet the minimum high school GPA and make a good  

ACT Score  
·  Family income limits are $60,000 or less for a family with one child  

(add $5,000 for each additional child and $10,000 for children in college) 

ACADEMIC STANDING 
In order to receive the Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship at a 4-year college or 
university, the applicant must meet the minimum academic criteria shown below: 

ACT Composite  Core Curriculum GPA 
25-36     2.50 
20-24     2.75 
19     3.00 
15-18     3.25 

 
In order to receive the Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship at a 2-year college, the 
applicant must meet the minimum academic criteria shown below: 

ACT Composite  Core Curriculum GPA 
25-36     2.25 
20-24     2.50 
19     2.75 
15-18     3.00 

 
If an applicant meets the minimum academic criteria for a 2-year college, but wants to 
attend a 4-year college, he or she may begin receiving the Academic Challenge 
Scholarship in the 2nd year of college, providing he or she has maintained a cumulative 
college GPA of 2.75 or above for at least two semesters.   
More information can be found at http://acs.adhe.edu/ 
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ACT scores will be accepted if taken on the national test day. Residual ACT scores or 
those taken in conjunction with C-PEP will also be accepted. “Super composites” are not 
calculated. Scores from tests taken after June 1of the year of high school graduation will 
not be accepted. 
 
Complete the application which is available from your high school counselor and 
complete it between February 1 and June 1 of your senior year. 
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